






Frequently Asked Questions

5.1 What is Resolution?

The resolution of your graphics is extremely important. Just because a scan looks good on your screen or on a 
laser printer does not mean it will look good when it prints. Raster images (scans and images created in Photo-
shop, etc.) must be of suffi cient resolution in order to print with good results. 

Resolution refers to the number of pixels per linear unit of measure. Pixels can be thought of as pieces of infor-
mation (data) per square inch. The higher the resolution, the greater the quality of an image. If an image were to 
be defi ned as 300 pixels per inch (ppi), we would fi nd that one inch contained 300 pixels.

A fi le must be assigned this resolution quality when it is created. A low resolution fi le can be res’d-up to a 
higher resolution setting, but the quality will not be improved because the information (data) was not present 
when the original image was created. 

• LSI requires that all cover images be CMYK color mode at 300 pixels per inch resolution. 
• Black and white interior fi les should have continuous tone photographs and artwork in 8-bit grayscale, at 
 300dpi. Line art should be 1-bit black and white at 600dpi.
• Color Interior books should be CMYK color mode at 300 pixels per inch resolution.
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